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Paint system for old vehicles
Creativity, passion and sheer hard work go into the restoration of old cars – Spies Hecker supports bodyshops with practical tips.
A Rolls-Royce 20/25 of 1933, a 1954 Saab 92B and a VW T1 custom built in 1962 – these are just some examples of the high-class paintwork in the new Spies Hecker 2009 Masterpieces Calendar. The market for classic cars, modern and historic, is booming. Statistics from the German Federal Office for Motor Traffic show that since 1997 the number of cars over 30 years old has increased by 13,500 to almost 170,000.
When refurbishing old vehicles, substrate preparation and the right combination of paint materials are particularly important. This is why the Technical Service at Spies Hecker is supporting paintshops by issuing modern paint recommendations for the restoration of old vehicles. “Detailed work instructions give the refinisher greater assurance when revamping OEM-finished sand-blasted or bare metal bodies.”
Along with the challenges of technology and technique, pinpointing the exact colour of historic cars often proves difficult. The colour code and service manual are often missing and the type plates are barely legible. In such cases, obtaining the precise colour information calls for time-consuming searches by car manufacturers or classic car clubs. Effective support in this area is provided by the digital colour identification system from Spies Hecker. The ColorDialog spectro colorimeter and the CRplus colour software help the old car lover to reliably find the true-to-original colour.
To do this, the ColorDialog spectro is placed on an intact paint surface on the old vehicle. With three precise measurements, the “electronic eye” determines the colour of the original paintwork. Once the colour of the old car’s paintwork has been read-in, it is compared with the data of the CRplus colour software. “In the Classic Colours section alone, the CRplus database contains over 3,000 classic car colours – from the Thirties through to the late Eighties. Digital colour identification helps here in many cases,” explains Spies Hecker Colour Coordinator Dietmar Wegener. “For classic colours whose original formulas are no longer available, a similar colour formula is adjusted until it matches the colorimetric values of the original paintwork.” With modern technologies and practical tips, Spies Hecker provides excellent support for the refinisher for greater accuracy and reliability during the restoration of old vehicles.
____________________________________________________________________

Spies Hecker develops optimal, practical solutions that make bodyshop work easier. The Spies Hecker principle is greater efficiency in eco-friendly vehicle refinishing thanks to high-grade product systems, competent advice and targeted training. Its close partnership with the vehicle refinishing trade has over 125 years of success behind it. The German company based in Cologne is one of the world’s leading makers of vehicle refinishes. In over 60 countries, Spies Hecker supports bodyshops with modern paint technology and expertise.
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