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Prize-winning masterpieces
Automotive classics and exquisite rarities – refinishers from all over the world are presenting their masterpieces in the new Spies Hecker Calendar 2008.

Creativity, passion and supreme craftsmanship – the Spies Hecker Calendar, making its third appearance in 2008, explores the entire spectrum of vehicle painting. Again, countless bodyshops from several continents took part in the competition. From countries as far apart as Switzerland, the USA and South Africa, over 300 bodyshops sent in pictures of their own, personal masterpieces.

The pictures for the calendar showcase the vehicles as well as the workshop team. "We've portraited business owners and refinishers together with their remarkable work," says jury member Peter Wingen from Spies Hecker Marketing International, explaining the principle. "With anything from vintage cars and motorcycles to helicopters – their creativity knows no bounds." As in the previous two years, the photographer Tobias Gursch took pictures of the refinishers with their masterpieces – an approach that appeals to and inspires workshops. And more and more bodyshops are taking part in the Spies Hecker masterpiece competition. "The enthusiasm continues to grow. This is why the calendar is in for a re-run next year."
From the twelve masterpieces embellishing the calendar, the top three were finally selected. The jury comprising Spies Hecker technicians and marketing specialists plus the advertising professionals of the EMS & P agency went for the following three works:
First place went to Eagle E-Types from Uckfield, United Kingdom. Refinisher Andy Sharp teamed up with body specialists Lorenzo Crane and Dean Bennett to totally rebuild and finish a Jaguar E-Type Series 3 V12 sports car dating back to 1972.

Second place was claimed by Kogler Lackierungen, Austria. Refinisher Hannes Greisdorfer and business owner Josef Kogler step on the gas in their BMW Wiesmann Roadster MF 3 built in 2000.

Beutler Lack & Design in Görwihl, Germany, came third. Owner and refinisher Klaus Beutler presents a BMW GS 1100 motorcycle made in 1998.

With high-grade paint product systems, efficient working methods and expert advice, Spies Hecker offers its customers worldwide the best possible solutions for eco-friendly refinishing. This commitment has been marked by a close relationship with the vehicle refinishing trade for what is now 125 years. Today, this Cologne-based company is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of refinishing paints. Spies Hecker assists its customers in over 60 countries with state-of-the-art paint technology and hands-on training.
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