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Masterpieces combined with automotive history

The curtain rises. For the international Masterpieces competition, refinishers wheeled their own personal favourites out of the garage. Vintage cars and more—all on show in the new Spies Hecker Calendar 2006.

The paintshop can be a treasure-house. A fiery red Ford Mustang dating back to 1964. The old Studebaker from 1929. The deep-black Harley Davidson with its sidecar, first registered in 1943. Refinishers have a passion for old metal and unusual forms. Countless workshops all over the world are home to fascinating masterpieces of automotive history. Restored by their proud owners—painstakingly and with a keen eye for detail.

From the experience of Peter Wingen, Spies Hecker Marketing International, “every old vehicle and every designer showpiece has its very own story. And we wanted to hear these stories, display the paintwork—and hand out prizes.” The idea for an international competition was born. No sooner said than done. The response was overwhelming. Refinishers from all over the world sent in details of their masterpieces to the Cologne paint maker. Over 200 entries were received in Cologne in the space of a few months.

All of them with a complete set of pictures, with precise data, all of them with details of the restorer’s uphill task. The jury’s task was incredibly difficult. Peter Wingen: “All the entries were visually and technically superb. To be honest, every entrant deserved some form of commendation.”

In the end, the jury selected twelve extraordinary masterpieces. Before being returned to the seclusion of their garages, they were captured once again on film, in a shooting session for the Spies Hecker Calendar “Masterpieces 2006”. They can be seen here from January 2006. All the pictures were taken in their original settings, i.e. in the entrant’s workshop. The overriding principle throughout was “man and machine”. “It was particularly important for us to show the refinisher together with his outstanding achievement.” The outcome is unique pictures illustrating the close relationship between the owner and his vehicle.

The best of these twelve were awarded prizes. The first three winners of the Spies Hecker competition received valuable travel vouchers. However, irrespective of the placings, all the entrants are united by one thing: Their passion for their own stunning masterpieces.

[Box: The best of the best]

1st place: Zurich (Switzerland), Autospritzwerkstatt Fierz

2nd place: Kruiningen (Netherlands), Spuiterij Lobbezoo

3rd place: Korbach (Germany), Gbr. Langerzik GmbH
