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Fast-track students
The Formula Student design competition brings together up-and-coming vehicle engineers from all over the world. Spies Hecker is backing the team from Dortmund Technical College.

The Formula Student international sports car competition ranks as a breeding ground for design engineers. The exacting task for the young motor racing enthusiasts is to develop and design a formula race car. A total of 78 teams from 19 nations took up the challenge this year and launched their own prototypes on such famous race circuits as Silverstone in the UK, Fiorano in Italy or Germany’s Hockenheimring. And among them were the creative and highly motivated students of the Race-Ing.-Team of Dortmund Technical College. In August 2008, the 13-strong team from Dortmund sent its prototype on its way on the Hockenheimring. Paint from Spies Hecker gave the sports car its eye-catching exterior.
Along with speed and creativity, the Formula Student calls above all for commitment. “In this competition it’s less a question of rivalry as team spirit and the acquisition of new design skills,” explains budding engineer Stefan Rathmann. “We realize technical details in advance, and master logistical and financial challenges.” Evaluated along with brake technology, optimum body structure and engine performance is the business plan.
On the starting grid in black and gold
The young engineers are sponsored by Cologne paint maker Spies Hecker who provides its paint materials and expertise. For the immaculate paintwork, the body was initially treated with surfacer, sanded, and then the dark-blue metallic and Inca Gold base coats were applied. But what about the substrate? “The monocoque consists of carbon-fibre-reinforced plastic in a honeycomb sandwich design. Aramide honeycomb serves as the core material, while the rear frame is made of aluminium,” says designer Rathmann. This means that the design is fully in line with the current state of race vehicle construction – just as in the prestigious Formula 1.
The students’ pride and joy is the 4-cylinder 600 cc motorcycle engine, installed as a load-bearing element. Its performance: 0 to 100 km/h in under four seconds and acceleration to up to 200 km/h.
The students invested a year of work, creativity and passion into what is now their third vehicle design. Further prototypes from Dortmund Technical College’s race team can be expected.
High-grade product systems and a close relationship with the vehicle refinishing trade – this has been the Spies Hecker philosophy for over 125 years. The Cologne-based company is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of refinish paints. In over 60 countries, Spies Hecker supports its customers with easy-to-apply products, practical solutions and personal consultations on site.
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