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Getting the chemistry right
Spies Hecker reports to bodyshops on the current state of implementation of the REACH chemicals regulation.
In the refinishing sector, there’s been little talk so far of EC Regulation 1907/2006 on chemicals and their safe use. This Brussels legislation better known as REACH, the acronym for the Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and restriction of CHemical substances, calls for an assessment of the risk to humans and the environment. “Basically, manufacturers, processors and sellers are obliged to record the substances they use and the preparations produced with them and to check to what extent these are affected by REACH,” explains Frank Barduna of Technical Service at Spies Hecker GmbH, adding: “We as paint manufacturers are very much concerned with the implementation of the regulation and are gradually working our way through the legal requirements.”
Implementation is in its infancy in our industry.

Although bodyshops obviously can hardly be counted as manufacturers, are they perhaps affected indirectly by REACH? Frank Barduna: “No one in the repair shop sector is affected by the Chemicals Regulation at the moment. The current main task is the registration, classification and assessment of chemical substances.” The goal of REACH is to achieve appropriate control of the risk to man and the environment that can emanate from hazardous chemical substances. “The implementation of the regulation is a dynamic process,” the Spies Hecker paint expert elucidates. At first, thousands of chemical substances will be registered by manufacturers with the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA). “It will take some time and involve a lot of effort until the REACH process extends to paint products in their entirety. Only then will any effects on bodyshops have to be assessed. In the overall REACH process, we are concentrating on preparing the necessary steps for the implementation of REACH on the basis of our customer know-how,” Frank Barduna explains.

What does the future hold?

Eventually, there will be changes to the Safety Data Sheets. “The information will be even more detailed in future and the bodyshop will thus receive even more precise instructions on the appropriate way to handle paints,” says Frank Barduna looking ahead. At the same time, he states quite clearly: “Right now there’s no need for action from repair shops that use Spies Hecker products. We as the paint manufacturer will always keep the interests of our customers in mind when putting the regulation into practice.”

Spies Hecker develops optimal, practical solutions that make bodyshop work easier. The Spies Hecker principle is greater efficiency in eco-friendly vehicle refinishing thanks to high-grade product systems, competent advice and targeted training. Its close partnership with the vehicle refinishing trade has over 125 years of success behind it. The German company based in Cologne is one of the world’s leading makers of vehicle refinishes. In over 60 countries, Spies Hecker supports bodyshops with modern paint technology and expertise.
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