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Planned to perfection

Reduced energy consumption and CO2 emissions, high standards of occupational safety. The new Spies Hecker Training Center emphasises environmental protection and occupational safety.

Right from the planning stage of the new Training Center at Spies Hecker GmbH, the emphasis was on energy-efficient equipment and a high level of occupational safety. “All the paint booths are fitted with a second exhaust air filter stage,” explains Dietmar Rausch, Training Manager International. “This double filter stage ensures a high quality of air and as a consequence, the legally prescribed thresholds are easily met.” In addition, the energy-efficient operation of all the equipment, especially the paint booths, results in a clear reduction in CO2 emissions of up to 80%.

The innovative heat-recovery system of the booths and the spray wall allows energy savings by up to 50%. “Alongside efficient Bodyshop technology we are also emphasising the latest stand-by systems. With automatic control of the booth operation, exhaust air control and lighting. We are systematically reducing energy consumption during the training sessions.”

When it comes to occupational health and safety, Spies Hecker has again opted for state-of-the-art systems. “The safety of participants is our priority,” said Dietmar Rausch, “to this end we have a separate respiratory air system in the booths which is pumped via an additional Nedermann extraction plant for explosion-proof protection when mixing the materials. In addition, we have a ‘fall-proof’ shelving system which adds further safety precautions.” Dietmar Rausch adds a further example, “In the cleaning room, the air exchange rate is six times an hour, an impressive performance on the part of the state-of-the-art ventilation system.” For effective fire protection, the Spies Hecker Training Center has a modern fire extinguishing system with a separate water tank with a capacity of 20,000 litres.”
Environmentally-compliant, energy-efficient, safe systems – the Spies Hecker Training Center has been planned to perfection.
With high-grade paint product systems, efficient methods of work and expert advice, Spies Hecker offers its customers worldwide, the best possible solutions for eco-friendly refinishing. A close relationship with the vehicle refinish trade has been the philosophy of Spies Hecker for 125 years. The Cologne based company is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of refinish paints. In over 60 countries, Spies Hecker assists its customers with state-of-the-art paint technology and hands-on training.
Knowledge that pays in practice

The future of paint technology has begun and Spies Hecker’s modern Training Center, will set new standards. Dietmar Rausch, Training Manager International, talks about the idea behind it and the equipment it uses.

Mr. Rausch, was asked, “What awaits Spies Hecker customers at the new Training Center?”
“Right from the planning stage we made sure that the rooms and the design would convey an impression of transparency. More light, more colour and lots of space for open discussion. The new Training Center is a place for communication, personal interaction, and intense learning, in a most congenial atmosphere.”
“What kind of training approach will be adopted at the new location?”
“We have enhanced the highly successful modular concept of past years. Our customers value concise courses with a mostly practical emphasis. They are looking for concrete solutions that refinishers can immediately apply in the Bodyshop. This will be our approach at the new Training Center. At our Cologne location we now have additional capacities with state-of-the-art equipment. These facilities are ideal for our customers.”
“What are the chief aspects of the latest technical equipment?”

“In the seminars we will be using multi-media techniques. We have invested in modern presentation facilities in order to communicate clearly and concisely to our customers. The practical equipment is of course state-of-the-art. But we have tried to reproduce Bodyshop environment.  In other words no prototypes, but market tried and tested equipment: incorporating high-performance preparation areas via variable paint booths and industrial spray stands along with the very latest mixing room. The equipment and the courses are hands-on in every respect.”

Training Center Facts & Figures
More space for practical training. Spies Hecker has significantly expanded the capacities at its new Cologne Training Center.

	The new Spies Hecker Training Center

	Total area
	2,900 m2

	Practical area 
	1,600 m2

	Seminar rooms
	310 m2 

4 seminar rooms

	Training capacity
	190 persons

	
	

	3 preparation areas
	· Extraction rate variable: 10,000 – 20,000 m3 

· 4 sanding arms

· 1 mobile extraction unit

	2 car spray booths

1 dryer
	· 4x7 m booth area each, visible from all sides

· Exhaust air system for waterborne base coats

· Variable air volume: 18,000 – 30,000 m3
· Dryer (re-circulating air 60 – 80 °C)

	1 commercial vehicle spray booth
	· Exhaust air system for waterborne base coats, variable up to 33,000 m3

	1 industrial spray stand
	· Exhaust air system 18,000 m3
· Separate dryer 3.5 m2

	Color mixing room
	· 4 weighing systems 

· 4 mixing banks

· Mixing table with 12 scales

· 6 infrared dryers 

· 1 Laboratory dryer

	Environment / energy
	· VOC-compliant products

· Equipment engineered for energy efficiency

· Heat recovery

· Paint booths with 50% reduced CO2 emissions

· Environmentally certified to DIN ISO EN 14001, quality certified to DIN ISO 16949

	Occupational safety
	· Separate respiratory air system


The new Spies Hecker Training Center is equipped with gear from the following notable suppliers: Herkules, Festool, Rupes, Wolf, Connex, Satorius, EMM, L-TEC, SATA, Freudenberg, Stockhausen, Fillon Pichon, 3M, Mirka and others.
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